Some background information about Budapest

The river Danube runs through the centre of Budapest, dividing it into two sections, Buda on the west and Pest on the east. The city is divided into 23 districts enumerated by Roman numerals. There are three metro lines (yellow, blue and red). All lines run from/through Deák tér. 


Addresses Hungarian addresses look like this: H-1111 Budapest XI. Lágymányosi u. 11. III.312. The postal code and town/city come first, district number is followed by the street name, building number, floor (Roman numerals, pls. note the different numbering schema! ground floor, (middle floor sometimes), first floor, etc.) and apartment number. Postal codes are 4-figure numbers. The middle two digits of the postal code in addresses show the district e.g. H-1196 postal code means XIX. district. (This is valid for real addresses in Budapest, postal codes with post box numbers are different). 

Names Surnames first, Christian names second. E.g. the Hungarian address of János Kovács is Kovács János. 


Arrival/departure from/to Ferihegy Airport Regular international flights at Ferihegy Airport start from Terminal 2A or Terminal 2B (these terminals are just a short walk from each other). Usually Terminal 2A serves the national company (MALÉV), and Terminal 2B serves most other flight operators. 

	Airport Minibus Shuttle
	The Airport mini-bus service will take you anywhere in Budapest. Information desk (operator) for mini-bus service is found in the centre of the arrival lobby. You can order this service inside the baggage claim area as well or by phone call. For a ride to the airport you may call the (+36 1) 06-80-296-855 or (+36 1) 296-8555 telephone number from the city. The bus fits about 6 persons with luggage and picks up and drops them off one by one at their doors. Add at least an hour (1 hour) to your airport arrival time (depending on the traffic). This service is safe, and price is reasonable. 

	Public transportation
	Take the red (express) or black bus number 93 to Metro terminal Kőbánya-Kispest. These buses are served in front of the arrival lobby. From metro station Kőbánya-Kispest blue metro takes you to the direction of the city centre. From Deák tér station you can reach both hotels within 5 minutes.

	Airport Taxis
	Airport taxis are in front of the arrival lobby. Fare depends on the destination, usually more expensive then the Minibus service. Please note the white table near the taxi line with the exact fares. Do not accept higher charges. To avoid the airport taxis you can call taxi companies with more modest rates (see below). 




Money For actual exchange rates see The 164 Currency Converter 

Taxis 

Rates (referential rates): 
- Basic fee: 200-300 HUF 
- Fee / km: 135-240 HUF 
- Fee while waiting: 35-60 HUF/minute 

Calling taxi in Budapest: 

	Főtaxi
	06 80 222-2222 (free green number) or 222-2222, 20 9222-222, 30 9222-222, 70 9222-222 

	City Taxi
	211-1111, 20 9211-111, 30 9211-111, 70 2111-111

	Radio taxi 
	377-7777, 20 9777-777, 30 9777-777

	Tele 5 Taxi
	355-5555, 20 935-5555

	6x6 Taxi
	266-6666, 466-6666

	Volántaxi
	433-3322, 20 933-33-22, 30 933-33-22

	Taxi 2000
	200-0000, 30 2000-000

	Buda-Taxi
	233-3333, 06 20 9333-333



Public Transport Public transportation is extensive, reliable and cheap. 

Fares cannot be paid on board and there are fines for travelling without a validated ticket. Tickets are valid for one ride only. A new ticket must be used every time you change lines. Tickets can be cancelled in meters (red punch slots) on board (tram, bus) or at (metro) station entrances (orange boxes). Tickets can be purchased at metro stations, hotels, newsstands and tobacco shops. 

Instead of single tickets you may consider buying a carnet of 10 tickets or a pass (for 1/7/14 days or for a month), or a Budapest card. These are available at the metro stations or at end stations of public transport. 

All three metro lines meet at Deák tér and run from 4:30am to 11pm. Most bus and tram lines operate until 11pm, except for certain key lines that run all night (sign: letter "E" is attached to the line number e.g. bus number 182E) 

Telephones Most public telephones in Budapest are on a digital network. Blue pay phones take 10, 20, 50 and 100 forint coins. There are more silver card phones. Phone-cards can be bought at your hotel, post offices, petrol and railway stations, and newsstands. 


Accomodation: 

K+K Hotel Opera ****

The K+K Hotel Opera in Budapest is a sophisticated, modern first class hotel, which enjoys great popularity due to its welcoming atmosphere, a stylish interior design in bright colours, and its unbeatable central location next to the Opera house.

K+K Hotel Opera 

For further information on accommodation: 
Hungarian Hotel Guide 
Budapest Tourism links 

Emergencies: Ambulance, Police and Fire Dept. can be called without coins. 

	Emergency (combined police, ambulance, fire)
	112

	Ambulance 
	104 

	Police 
	107 

	Fire Dept. 
	105 


Maps 

Large map of Budapest centre with some hotels. (300KB) 

Sights of Buda (450KB) 

Sights of Pest (500KB) 

Other guides:

Tourism Office of Budapest 

Surviving in Budapest and in Hungary 

Budapest Travel Guide 

Detailed street map of Budapest 
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